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Lawrence reaches
$200 million
milestone for Be The
Light Campaign

SAASHA hosts Kink Workshop
to educate campus on safe sex

Molly Ruffing
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

In order to educate the Lawrence
community about kinks, the Student
Alliance Against Sexual Harassment
and Assault (SAASHA) hosted a kink
workshop on Feb. 11. SAASHA is an
official Lawrence University Community Council standing committee
committed to ending sexual violence
on campus by facilitating discussion,
education and awareness about issues
of sexual misconduct. Members of
SAASHA aim to connect students
with vital resources and implement
programs to carry out their mission
statement.
The kink workshop was held in
Youngchild Hall 121 from 6 p.m. to
8 p.m. on Tuesday night. Like last
year’s workshop, this year’s event included a presentation from Hudson,
an employee at Tool Shed Toys — an
erotic boutique in Milwaukee. He
summarized what kink is, its history
and how to safely practice kink. The
main message of the evening was how
kink is pertinent to consent.
As Hudson explained, due to the

taboo nature of kink, communication
is vital. It is important to talk about
the nature of the kink to ensure that
everyone is comfortable. At the end of
Hudson’s presentation, members of
the audience could pose anonymous
questions via slips of paper.
Members of SAASHA were grateful for this presentation due to its
relevance to their message of sex
positivity and how that interacts with
consent. The group also promotes
practicing sexual activity safely and in
a healthy way.
Following the question and answer
session, there was a raffle for a sex toy
giveaway. Roughly 20 sex toys were
given away, including the coveted
prize of the sex toy coloring book.
Inspired by the event, some Lawrentians participated in a “munch”
over reading period. A munch,
according to Hudson, is an event
that people arrange where they eat
together and have an open conversation about kink.
Aside from the kink workshop,
SAASHA was present on campus in
other ways during the week of Val-

entine’s Day. Members of SAASHA
could be found tabling in Warch
throughout the week, encouraging
members of the Lawrence community
to write what love meant to them.
This included platonic love, romantic
love, self-love and other forms of love.
Participants wrote their messages on
paper hearts, which were then hung
on the Warch stairs.
During the week of Valentine’s
Day, SAASHA also distributed condoms to all of the residence halls and
lofts across campus. Condoms were
provided by the Wellness Center,
where members work closely with
Director of Wellness and Recreation
Erin Buenzli.
In the near future, members of
SAASHA are planning a week of activities for their event called “Take Back
the Night.” Members of SAASHA also
look forward to collaborating with
different organizations on campus in
the future.
To become involved in SAASHA,
students should join the email list and
attend meetings. Meetings are held at
8 p.m. on Tuesdays at Sabin House.

ACLU hosts “Know Your Rights” info session
Photo by Georgia Greenberg

McKinley Breen
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

Lawrence University has been
conducting a “Be the Light” campaign
for the past several years in order
to raise funds for the university. It
launched six years ago with the goal
of raising $220 million, primarily for
Lawrence’s endowment fund. Just
last week this campaign attained a
major milestone of $200 million. This
money has been used to meet various
goals through the years, including
the Lawrence Fund and its Campus
Renewal project.
The $200 million has primarily
come from over 15,000 individual
alumni donors. While most of the
funding has come from donations
over $2 million, there have also been
about 14,000 gifts of less than $50,
equating to almost half a million dollars. This, according to Vice President
for Alumni and Development Cal
Husmann, “Demonstrates that every
gift makes a difference.” And this
is crucial for the true goal of Be the
Light. It is to allow students to graduate Lawrence with less debt but a full
liberal arts college experience. As of
right now Lawrence matches over
$30 million in financial aid, allowing

many lower income students to attend who would previously have been
barred for financial reasons.
The other aspects of the campaign
are focused on campus renewal. This
has allowed for increased investment in the Center for Academic
Success, more money into athletics
and deep renovations into many
residence halls. For example, Sage
Hall, in just the past few years, saw
its kitchen redone and lofts created in
the basement. Colman Hall saw the
construction of a modern lounge, new
kitchen and all of its lofts. Kohler Hall
will probably be the next target for
renovation with better bathrooms in
the coming years.
The Be the Light campaign is
scheduled to end in November, and
they need about $17 million to hit
their full goal in about 10 months.
While that does sound far-fetched,
Husmann thinks that thanks to this
major milestone, the campaign will
pick up the much needed momentum
to push it through its final year. While
Lawrence has always taken flak for
being expensive, this campaign’s success will hopefully help alleviate that
financial burden for future generations of Lawrentians.

Wisconsin Spring Primary Results
State Supreme Court
Candidate

Votes

Percentage

Daniel Kelly
Jill Karofsky
Ed Fallone

352,855
261,723
89,181

50%
37%
13%
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On Wednesday, Feb. 19, the American Civil Liberties Union visited campus to give a presentation to educate Lawrentians on their rights when
stopped by police, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) or the
media. More info can be found at: www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/
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Candidate

Votes

Percentage

Jake Woodford
James Clemons
Chad Doran
Dana Johnson
Mark Todd		
Eric Beach		
Marsha Brewer
Robin Kettleson

3,342
2,751
1,866
1,624
666
573
234
61

30%
25%
17%
15%
6%
5%
2%
1%
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Upcoming
Events

Lemons in a Pitcher Poetry
Reading - Fri. 2/21 - 5 p.m. Mead Witter
RecycleMania - Fri. 2/21 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. - Mead
Witter
LIVE @ WLFM - Fri. 2/21
- 8:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. WLFM House

The Deadline for 20202021 Lawrence University Community Council
(LUCC) Cabinet Applications Has Been Extended
to Sunday, Feb. 23. If interested, email lucc@lawrence.edu for more info.

Friday Film: “Joker” - Tues.
2/21 - 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. Cinema
SNL: Zachary Scot Johnson
- Sat. 2/22 - 10 p.m. to 11
p.m. - Mead Witter
Lawrence Jazz Jam - Mon.
2/24 - 9:30 p.m. - Mead
Witter
Physics Senior Seminar
Series - Tues. 2/24 11:10 am to 12:20 p.m. Youngchild 115
Jazz Band Concert - Wed.
2/26 - 8 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Memorial Chapel

Japan
The coronavirus-caused quarantine on the Diamond Princess
cruise ship ended after multiple weeks. All passengers have
been tested for the virus by the
Japanese health ministry, according to a report from officials from
the Princess Cruises staff. Worry
over the effectiveness of the
quarantine compounded following reports that cases were still
being confirmed hours before all
passengers got off the cruise ship.
(NPR)

World

News

Israel

Compiled by Carl Richardson
Ivory Coast & Ghana

England

Mexico

Bad weather has caused damage to
the cocoa crops of the two top cocoa
exporting countries, Ghana and the
Ivory Coast. The resulting shortages
have driven up the prices for chocolate on the world market.
(Al Jazeera)

Julian Assange, famous for founding
WikiLeaks, plans to claim in a hearing against his extradition to the U.S.
that Donald Trump offered him a
pardon if Assange publicly said that
Russia had no involvement in leaking
emails from the Democratic National
Committee during the 2016 presidential election. Assange’s court hearing
is scheduled for the week of Feb. 24.
(Al Jazeera)

The murder of a seven-year-old girl
sparked public protests. Discontent
stems in part from the rate of
femicide — “the killing of women on
account of gender” — increasing by
137% in the last five years according
to the Mexican Attorney General.
(CNN).

Uncertainty has emerged over the
future of the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict in the wake of conflicting
messages from the United States
government. The U.S. government agreed to support a plan
which will give Israel security and
border control over Palestinian
territories, while aiding the eventual formation of an independent
Palestinian state. After President
Trump announced that Israel
could annex Palestine as soon as
they wanted, presidential adviser
Jared Kushner said in an interview that Israel would be expected to wait until after the Israeli
elections to complete the annexation. Israel’s prime minister
Benjamin Netanyahu reportedly
hopes to annex Palestine before
the elections in part to foster support for his campaign. (NPR)
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Athlete of the Week
Kenya Earl
By Kelli Quick
On Feb. 12, junior Kenya Earl yet again broke her record in points scored
in a single game in a conference matchup with rivals Lake Forest. Not only
did she score 32 points on 4-for-4 shooting beyond the arc, but recorded
seven rebounds, two assists, and two steals as well. She is now second in alltime scoring in LU’s history. This game was a battle from start to finish; by
the end of the first quarter the Vikings were down by one, by half time the
scores were level, the third quarter ended with a one point Lawrence lead,
though Lake Forest finally won by making six consecutive free throws to ice
the game. The final score was 90-82 Lake Forest. I had the opportunity to
sit down with Kenya and ask her a few questions following her career game.

STANDINGS

Kelli Quick: You now have the second best career scoring record in LU history; how does that make you feel? Did you know you were close or that this
was something even achievable when you first came in your freshman year?
Kenya Earl: It honesty hasn't really set in yet. I'm just playing the game of
basketball with my awesome teammates and having fun. This wasn't even on
my radar when I came in as freshman. I knew I wanted to make an impact
when I got here but I wasn't expecting to accomplish this.
KQ: With this huge accomplishment in mind, what other goals will you set
forth for yourself? In other words how will you keep going up and raising the
bar, and what do you think allows you to do that?
KE: Since I'm currently sitting at second right now, my goal is to be the alltime career leading scorer. It’s predicted that I'll hit it next season so that’s
something I'm looking forward to. It also would be kind of cool to break my
own record for points scored in a single season.

“”

GOAT, GOAT, GOAT!

- Junior Liz Jonjak on her teammate Kenya Earl
KQ: Considering how the game came down to free throws, what did the team
well do to stick with Lake Forest throughout, and in the end, what do you
think cost you guys the game?
KE: I think we played pretty well against Lake Forest. I'm proud how we
played — we didn't back down and played through all four quarters which
is something that we've been struggling with. I think what killed us was our
turnovers but even considering that, we were still in it. The fouling at the end
was just game strategy to get the ball back. But credit to them, they shot really
well from the three-point line and scored when they needed to. They're a good
team. We scored 82 points, which is the most we scored all season; it's just
unfortunate that we didn't come out with [the] W.

Gannon Flynn

Photo by Sebastian Evans.

KQ: Not only did you score a lot of points that game against Lake Forest, but
many of your teammates stepped up, too. Do you think that's why it was such
a great game, or did your team excel because of something else?
KE: It definitely was a good game. It's great that we had different people contribute to scoring. We came out aggressive and played against a good crowd.
We had some alumni there and lots of family and friends so that made it
more fun.
KQ: As a potential future LU Hall-of-Famer, if you had to have a quote written on your plaque, what would it say?
KE: Wow, that's a tough question. I'm not sure what I would write! Right
now I'm thinking something funny. I'll have to sit on that.
KQ: If your teammates had to describe you in three words what would they
say?
KE: Maybe you should ask them!
Junior Liz Jonjak: GOAT, GOAT, GOAT!
KQ: Who is your favorite basketball team?
KE: The Golden State Warriors, but they are having a tough season. I'm also
just a huge Steph Curry fan.
KQ: Water parks or amusement parks?
KE: I like Universal Studios and Islands of Adventure in Florida. I went back
there this summer and the Hulk roller coaster was really fun. Favorite water
park would probably be Volcano Bay in Florida again!

Hockey drops duel in De Pere

Staff Writer

______________________________________

A Saturday Feb. 15, game against
St. Norbert was a brutal showing for
the Vikings, as they were shut out in
De Pere 6-0. The loss was a slow burn,
through most of the game Lawrence
was alive and in the position to make
it a match. Only one goal, by Ben
Schmidling, was scored in the first
period. The second went completely scoreless; first-year goalie Brian
Tallieu blocked all 13 Green Knight
attempts.
The third period, however, was
a nightmare for the Vikings on all
fronts. They were outmatched on
offense, with five goals being racked

up. Four of these goals were landed in a span of just over five minutes, and the final two were power
plays. Defensively, the Green Knights
blocked all seven attempts on their
goal, whereas Lawrence slipped badly,
letting five shots in. Even in penalty
terms, St. Norbert won the battle,
accruing only eight minutes on four
infractions as opposed to LU’s 44
minutes on 14. Eight of these penalties
occurred during the five-goal spree,
and the Vikings’ frustration cost them
18 minutes in the box on misconduct
penalties alone.
However, the most important ramifications of this game rest
in Lawrence’s very near future; with
the number three spot in the NCHA
North Division, they will face off a

third time against number two St.
Norbert in the quarterfinals. With two
games under their belts versus the
Green Knights, one a victory and one
a loss, the Vikings can take inventory
in their film and roster to examine St.
Norbert’s weaknesses.
They may be in trouble, however; the reason they beat St. Norbert
on Friday, Feb. 14, to begin with was
senior goalie Evan Cline’s career day.
He made 67 stops against the Knights,
only allowing a single goal to reach the
back of the net. If the Vikings’ defense
continues in this fashion, the team is
going to have to rely on yet another
superstar goalkeeping performance to
keep them in the upcoming tournament.

2019-20 NCHA Men's Harris
Cup Playoffs Quaterfinals
North Division
#1 Marian vs #4 St. Scholastica
#2 St. Norbert vs #3 Lawrence
South Division
#1 Adrian vs #4 Aurora
#2 Lake Forest vs #3 Trine

SPORTS BY THE NUMBERS

1268

Career points for junior
forward Kenya Earl

66

Career-high saves for senior
Evan Cline in a 3-1 victory
vs St. Norbert

2

MWC Champioship swimming titles for junior Erin
Lengel this year

L E T ’ S G O,
L AW R E N C E !

HOCKEY
North Division
TEAM		
Marian#*
St. Norbert#*
Lawrence*
St. Scholastica*
Finlandia
South Division
Adrian#*
Lake Forest#*
Trine*
Aurora*
Concordia
MSOE

OVR
17-7-1
14-9-2
6-17-2
8-16-1
5-18-2
17-5-3
17-5-3
12-10-3
12-7-6
12-11-2
9-10-6

# - Clinched NCHA Playoff Home Ice
* - Clinched NCHA Playoff Berth

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM
MWC
OVR
Ripon*
14-3
18-6
Monmouth* 13-4
18-6
Cornell*
11-5
14-8
Knox*
11-6
16-8
Lake Forest
8-8
11-12
St. Norbert
8-8
9-14
Illinois
8-9
12-12
Grinnell
7-10
11-13
Lawrence
2-14
5-18
Beloit
1-16
3-21
MEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM
MWC
OVR
St. Norbert#* 15-1
20-3
Ripon*
13-4
17-7
Lake Forest
9-7
12-11
Monmouth
9-8
14-10
Grinnell
9-8
13-11
Cornell
7-9
12-11
Lawrence
6-10
10-13
Beloit
6-11
8-16
Knox
5-12
9-15
Illinois
4-13
6-18
# - MWC Season Champion
* - Clinched MWC Tournament Berth

MEN'S TENNIS
TEAM
MWC
Grinnell
0-0
Cornell
0-0
Lake Forest
0-0
Lawrence
0-0
St. Norbert
0-0
Illinois
0-0
Knox
0-0
Monmouth
0-0
Ripon
0-0

OVR
2-0
5-1
2-1
2-1
1-1
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-1

Standings are courtesy of

90 seconds

Senior Joe Kortenhof won
the 5000 meter race by a
huge margin at Ripon

www.midwestconference.org
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Ink

By Allegra C. Taylor

Color in this drawing!

ARIES (March 21-April 10): You will feel reflective this week. If you have
been putting off an emotionally-taxing conversation with a family member,
now is your chance to finally take that jump. You have the patience to deal
with it.
TAURUS (April 21-May 20): You might feel ready to make some bold
promises; control yourself. Confusion and impatience lead to regret. You
might feel inspired to make creative plans for the future right now, but be
prepared to change them when you feel more practical in the upcoming
months.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Someone you thought you could rely on
might become flaky. Trust yourself first and foremost; success is up to you.
You harm yourself when you take too much stock in the emotions of those
around you.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): You do not have
to pretend to be nice. Your sign feels things
strongly, and that is especially true this week,
when your intense and powerful emotions
might be hard to express without stepping on
some toes. Do not apologize for feeling your
feelings.
LEO (July 23-August 22): Stay on top of
small tasks or they will add up and become
overwhelming. Are you doing too much? Also,
the people who oppose you do what they do
for a reason. Try to figure out what you can
learn from them.
VIRGO (August 23-September 22): Starting
is the hardest part, but once you begin, your
endeavors will seem easy this week. Making
decisions based on your own pleasure seems
scary, but it could lead to something exciting
as long as you do not listen too much to those
who don’t approve.
LIBRA (September 23-October 22): Are others’ expectations of you too
high? It’s your responsibility to fix that. Prosperity and recognition await
you if you slow down and plan your time based on your priorities.
SCORPIO (October 23-November 21): Something you loved in your
childhood might come back this week and bring you happiness and new
friendships. You also might face envy from those close to you this week;
try to recognize it for what it is and not to take it too personally.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21): You might face familial
challenges, but your alignment offers stability and harmony that will help
you get through them. Try to stay anchored in practicality while allowing
yourself to imagine where the new takes you.
CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19): Mars is in your sign, allowing
deliberate, persistent energy and careful consideration of consequences.
You might feel stressed about all the short-term tasks you have right now,
but in the long run they don’t matter as much as you might think.
AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18): Uncontrollable outside forces
might make a change in your life, but be careful about making too many
intentional commitments this week. Reach out to the relatives you miss the
most; they will bring you joy.
PISCES (February 19-March 20): The sun entered your sign on February
18, allowing you to be guided by altruism and inclining you to dreaminess
and flexibility. However, you’re in danger of self-pity. Review your priorities and figure out what your past is trying to tell you.

By Celeste Reyes
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This Week’s
Crossword

Last Week’s Answers

By Alex Dahl

Across
1. Aqualung
6. Law
8. The most common form
of bowling has 10
9. Audio company founded
by George Lucas
10. Spanish preposition
11. Spanish pronoun
12. Old or young
14. Writing utensil
15. Expresses regret
17. A row of mountains

In Plain Sight
By Tia Colbert

Instructions

Down
1. A kind of missile, or how
a bee gets you
2. What store-bought soup
comes in
3. The beehive state, abbr.
4. Although
5. Either of the Mannings
6. A poker
7. Coding regions of DNA
13. A kind of 14-across
needed in emergencies
14. Jpg alternative
16. Helms or Harris

Lore-ence
Roommate Swap

The following story is satire.
All events and characters are fictional.

By Claire Zimmerman

We all remember our freshman
year roommates. For some of us, it
was a pleasant experience, and for
others the worst living arrangement
possible. Sometimes it seemed as if
the roommate assignment was completely random. For current freshmen who are unsatisfied with their
roommates, Lawrence University
has a solution. If you thought that
your first roommate assignment
was random, wait until you see this.
Lawrence is continuing their trend
of producing Lawrence-themed reality shows by allowing roommates to
swap in their new show “Roommate
Swap.”
The idea for the show came
from an influx of underclassmen
complaining about their roommates
by saying, “I wish I could room with
literally anyone else!” Higher-ups
took these complaints to heart and
decided that they would test out just
how much these freshmen wanted to
get away from their roommates. The
system is simple: students launch
their complaints and a desire to
switch roommates, and the system
randomly pairs them with another roommate duo who also want
to split. The roommates are then
swapped and cameras are installed
in each of the two rooms to track
how the new pairs get along.
It is completely unclear if these
swaps will be beneficial, considering they are entirely random. Some
speculate that they will be better
than the original, if the roommate
is willing to swap in the first place.
Others worry that not knowing anything about your roommate could
lead to disastrous consequences.
Either way, Lawrence University
wins. If the roommates are a good
pair, then Lawrence University can
boast about how great their roommate system is. If the roommates

are truly terrible together, one can
always move again, and the show
gets a lot of content to share with the
community.
However, if the roommates do
decide to split up, deciding who will
be the one to move again is a difficult topic. It is hard to move all of
your possessions in the middle of
a term, and most would agree that
it is the last thing they want to do.
The roommate who has to move is
determined by a room cleaning challenge. Each roommate is given a randomly generated set of chores to do
around their dorm building and in
their room, and the first to complete
their list secures their place in the
room. The losing party is then sent
back into the random roommate
assignment system to participate in
another round of “Roommate Swap.”
Some are worried that this
game will cause students to leave
the school. The school argues that
students who want to relocate are
not required to participate in the
reality show, so there is no need for
students to feel uncomfortable with
the premise. They also argue that
the additional community awareness
and comedy in every day lives of
Lawrentians will increase retention
rates beyond the few students who
leave due to the show.
This show is currently pending
approval. There are a lot of ethical concerns, and the film students
are not thrilled about having to edit
more footage of their peers for the
profit of the university. After “Warch
Watch,” another Lawrence-themed
show put on to boost student morale,
tanked horribly, many are discouraged about the potential of Lawrence
University reality or comedy shows.
Only time will tell if this new concept
will take off, though the prospects
seem grim.
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Reily McGee

Player’s Perspective: Sam Blair

Columnist

_________________________________________________

What happens to the hobbies you have fallen in
love with after you leave Lawrence?
For Sam Blair ‘19, he has kept his interest
in gaming now that he has put up his cap and
gown. Blair graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
in philosophy with a minor in biomedical ethics. He now plays a lot of the online multiplayer
first person shooter video game “Destiny 2.”
Blair’s story started long before he even knew
what IHRTLUHC was.
“I remember falling asleep on my Dad’s
lap as he was playing ‘Doom,’” Blair said. “... I
liked watching the fast-paced gameplay and the
colors which lit up across the screen.”
As a first introduction to video games,
Blair would engage with the entertainment
aspect of gaming, calling “Doom” “orange monsters,” a fitting name for the daemonic-looking
creatures roaming about in the game. This was
also time to be around his dad growing up.
When Blair came to Lawrence, gaming was a way for him to build a community.
Certain games have helped Blair “foster relationships between people, [through video
games] like ‘Overwatch,’ ‘League of Legends’ or
the ‘Super Smash Brothers’ series. Video games
you play with a bunch of folks.”
All of these games are games which
involve some level of communication, discussion and strategy, which help build connections

Dani Massey

Philosophy and Biomedical Ethics graduate Sam Blair ‘19.
Photo by Zhixuan Lyu.

with others. For someone who plays games,
these can sometimes be a way for someone to
get into a community when they are outside
which is what helped Blair when he came to
Lawrence. “These were the games the older,
cooler kids on their personal set-ups at Gaming
House played,” Blair explained.
Once he worked his way into the community, he was able to negotiate a place for a new
up-and-coming title, “Overwatch.” “‘Overwatch’
I remember being a proponent for getting a
team and a weekly night. It was a hot new thing

and many people were interested. It was also to
strike up a conversation by asking what character do you main.”
“Overwatch,” like “Doom” and “Destiny
2,” is a first-person shooter. “Overwatch” also
quickly picked up steam, fostering a large community of multiplayer and competitive players.
Blair joined in the fun and, partly because of his
efforts, “Overwatch” is still a weekly event and
still has a team in Gaming Club today.
As part of the in-group, Blair started making deeper connections with members of the

club. Through a video game played with senior
Emma Lookabaugh titled “Nier: Automata,”
Blair was also able to create a close-knit friend
group within the larger Gaming Club community.
“At this point, I had made friendships
with folks and now we had something that
wanted you to engage about it on a more cerebral level ... ‘Nier: Automata’ would give you
themes to discuss and questions to wonder …
This video game was a very warm experience I
can look back on.”
Now that Blair has graduated and the
community he has built has spread out, his
engagement has shifted some.
“[Playing video games] is still a sizable portion of my life,” Blair said. “I think right now I
keep in contact with people who I have played
‘League of Legends’ and ‘Overwatch’ with from
Lawrence. I have also been playing ‘Destiny 2’
with some of those friends I made from my time
at Lawrence. Every now and again, there will be
another ‘Nier: Automata’ that I want to discuss
with someone.”
Blair believes games will continue to be
part of his life going forward. In the sense of an
entertainment and social format, he will continue playing “Destiny 2” with his friends across
the world. He will also continue engaging with
these questions which provoke questions and
deeper thinking and imagining.

Subculture on Main: Mary Grace Wagner

Columnist

_________________________________________________

Subculture on Main strives to raise awareness
of the diversity of people and important issues
on the Lawrence University campus. Care is
taken to give equal platform to unique individuals and to listen to their stories with an
open mind. Interviews are reflective only of the
interviewee on not of their whole group.
Around the world, various ethnic and
cultural groups come together to celebrate
and share in special traditions. From a young
age, Mary Grace Wagner has connected to
her Scandinavian roots through dance. She
explained her relationship with Scandinavian
culture saying, “I'm Norwegian. It's not a huge
part of my ethnic heritage, but by participating in the Scandinavian Fest every year, it's
something that I'm able to identify with a little
more.”
Wagner took the time to explain some
of the history of her close cultural group.
“On Washington Island, Wisconsin, which
is the island on the very tip of Door County,
there are people who settled there [and they]
were Icelandic, Danish, Norwegian, with
some Swedes. It was there [that] a bunch
of Scandinavian people settled. Since it's an
island, mostly the same families that settled
there in the late 1800s [are] still living there.
So in honor of their ancestors who came over
from Scandinavia, every summer there for two
months people from age 3 to age 80 practice
these dances that have been passed down
through oral tradition. No one's written them
down. People have just learned them and kept
them alive for 200 years. Even though I didn't
grow up on Washington Island and even though
my Norwegian heritage isn't a huge part of who
I am on a day-to-day basis, it's something that
for two months every summer I get to really
embrace.” She talked about how the dances tell

a lot of things,” she shared, “I just developed a
passion for it. Being a white person, there's not
much more I can do with my ethnic heritage
than eating German food sometimes. My family
goes way back that we're not really connected
to our ethnic heritage. It's really cool to be able
to express that somehow in a way that is a bit
more nuanced than just knowing that you're
Norwegian or Swedish. It's given me an opportunity to be a leader.”
She spoke about her experiences in help-

relationship with Kari. She's become like a
maternal figure to me and that's been very
nice to develop that relationship.” Wagner also
mentioned the presence of others who dance on
the Lawrence campus. She has developed many
friendships this way — on campus and at the
festival.
Wagner concluded with a take-home:
“Two things: community [is] very important
and teaching with kindness — letting everyone
of all different ages be involved. There’re dances

tury. Just keeping something alive through oral
tradition is really effing cool! [We let] everyone
participate and it's just wholesome. It's totally
white people s---, but it's super wholesome!”
Wagner is a junior and government major.
She co-directed the Rocky Horror Picture Show
in Fall Term 2019. Her interview was held in
the Esch Hurvis Studio on the Warch Campus
Center’s second floor where she reflected how
skills she learned through dancing translated to
directing Rocky Horror (through student orga-

stories and have been learned the same way
over time — with community building, humor
and oral tradition.
“I didn't really choose to be part of it,”
Wagner explained. Her mother and aunts, she
said, had done the same when they were young
and continued the tradition. “For me, it's meant

ing teach children how to dance: “If they had an
odd number of people, Kari Gordon, our director, would just [ask me], ‘Can you dance with
the fourth and fifth graders this year?’”
“It has helped me feel like I have a place
and somewhere where I can be expressive,”
Wagner said. “I've developed a really great

for girls and boys. There’re dances for boys that
were written for boys to do. [But] we have girls
do them because f--- it, it's 2020. It helps by
keeping these traditions alive. We [can] make
them our own while still keeping the integrity of
their original intent. I think that's really important to bring old traditions into the 21st cen-

nization PEP) in the same space.

Junior Mary Grace Wagner shows some of her dance moves.
Photo by Dani Massey.

If you would like to represent your group,
contact Dani Massey at danionlawrentian@
gmail.com
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Milwaukee filmmaker ponders location

Erin O’Brien
Staff Writer

______________________________________

Milwaukee-based artist Maeve
Jackson shared with the Lawrence
community several of her short films
as well as her personal experiences
behind them on Monday, Feb. 17. Her
talk centered on her life and artistic
process through several guiding questions, while most importantly asking the audience to interrogate what
spaces can be used to make art and
why artists choose to make art where
they do. She shared these questions
not to give a concrete, proscriptive
answer, but rather to guide the audience through her own incessant ponderings of these questions as her filmmaking process continues to evolve.
Jackson’s approach to her artistic
process and the question of what can
qualify as a studio has changed significantly since she was in college. After
reminiscing fondly about her first
apartment and studio in Milwaukee,
she explained that she later realized
the ephemeral, ever-changing nature
of the art world and its studios made
the capacity for versatility and taking
advantage of the world for art even
more pertinent.
Much of Jackson’s appreciation
for adaptability comes from changes altering the artist community in
Milwaukee. Gentrification, artists
moving out to pursue other opportunities and Jackson’s personal compulsion to be more fulfilled in her

professional life changed the existing
dynamics. It led her to residences in
Austria and Ireland where she once
again learned the power of working in
small, new spaces with other artists,
even if they were temporary. The curiosity for new and exciting opportuni-

ties also brought Jackson to Chicago
part-time for film work in addition to
her fine-arts films. While moving back
and forth can be stressful, Jackson
explained that for her, it strikes a
great artistic balance between her professional commission work in Chicago

Jackson presenting in Wriston Auditorium.
Photo by Georgia Greenberg.

and her fine arts work in Milwaukee.
It allows her to keep her projects separate rather than getting overwhelmed
by conflicting obligations, once again
allowing Jackson to emphasize the
inspiration she finds in temporary
setups.

As a product of these endeavors and developments in Jackson’s
artistic philosophy, she created several films including “wettening,” “’the
beautiful’: The Stories She Tell,” “The
Tertiary of a Woman,” as well as parts
of a project that will become her first
full-length film dedicated to her late
grandfather. As she screened these
pieces in Wriston, Jackson explained
her goals and the boundaries she
intended to expand with each film.
“’the beautiful’: The Stories She Tell”
is a piece done in one single shot,
highlighting a close friend of hers
as a subject layered with an original
spoken word. The piece was meant to
exercise film as a storytelling possibility, even for stories completely outside
of Jackson’s own experience. The film
went on to be in the Milwaukee film
festival and spread to other festivals
and galleries across the US.
The last piece Jackson screened
was a snippet of what she hopes to
make into a full-length film, entitled
“Pass On,” about her grandfather’s life
as a dairy farmer in rural Wisconsin.
The work so far includes cuts of family interviews and memories recorded
as early as 2012, three years prior to
his death. “Pass On,” and all aforementioned films as well as others
can be found on Jackson’s website,
maevejackson.com. Gallery photos
and information about current exhibitions can be found via her Instagram,
@maeve_the_wave, where she also
encourages students to reach out with
any questions about her work.

Preview: “Richard III”

Mads Layton
Staff Writer

______________________________________

Preview: House show at WLFM

Sam Goldbeck
Staff Writer

______________________________________

Brought to us by the Band
Booking Committee (BBC), rapper CJ
Run and emo/rock band Bardboard
Highway are set to make their first
appearance at Lawrence University on
Friday, Feb. 21, at 8 p.m. in WLFM
House.
CJ Run is based in Chicago but
hails from England. Well, they hail
from a lot of places: first born in
Germany but then raised in England,
North Carolina and central Illinois.
The artist is non-binary and their
pronouns are they/them/theirs. Run’s
music deals with their multiple identities of being queer and black, the
feeling of being an outsider due to
these identities and never being settled in one place. Their music also
draws from Run’s Nigerian roots and
includes a host of other influences.
Senior Georgia Greenberg, codirector of BBC, commented, “CJ’s
team reached out to us for a show this

term, and we were so happy to get to
put this show together. I think their
low-key but exciting vibe is exactly
what this campus needs at this point
in the term.”
Cardboard Highway comes to us
from beautiful Kalamazoo, Michigan
in which they play an indie rock/
emo hybrid that is well-known to be a
staple of the music scene in that town.
They are a three-piece band consisting
of vocals, guitar, drums, synth, bass
and bells. The band has been known
to produce a blend of “indie rock,
Shoegaze rock, and psychedelic atmospheres,” according to Jam Records.
Greenberg also commented on
how Cardboard Run found their way
to our campus: “Committee member sophomore Camille Robertson
reached out to Cardboard Highway
about a show this term, and they
were down to share a bill with CJ!
We think the two acts are different
enough in style while still sharing an
emotional and vulnerable texture that
will complement each other and make
for a really fun show.”

According to Greenberg, BBC
is “a team of LU students that turn
LUCC funds into excellent parties and
shows. It is important to us to bring
performers to campus that we think
Lawrence students might not otherwise have the chance to see perform or
wouldn’t think to engage with. We try
to produce one to two shows per term,
except in spring when we put all our
brain power and energy to planning
LUaroo!”
The show will be hosted at WLFM
house, which is student housing run
by students from our campus radio
station. BBC frequently collaborates
with WLFM, such as the Joyce Manor
and BRAVEPrince show in Fall Ferm.
Greenberg said, “I personally prefer
hosting a house show to, say, going
to Esch [Hurvis Room] for something
like this, where I can feel like we’re all
friends sharing something special.”
Come see CJ Run with
Cardboard Highway at WLFM House!
Doors open at 8 p.m., and Cardboard
Highway will open at 8:30 followed
by CJ Run.

Every other year, Lawrence’s theatre department produces a play by
William Shakespeare. This year, the
department is working on “Richard
III.” Professor of Theatre Arts and
the J. Thomas and Julie Esch Hurvis
Professor of Theatre and Drama
Timothy X. Troy is directing. During
the process of deciding this season’s
shows last year, Troy was approached
by senior Chris Follina about doing
“Richard III” as a senior project, as
it was a show he had been wanting
to play in since his freshman year.
Troy leaned into it since it would have
been a Shakespeare show regardless.
Senior Haley Stevens came onto the
project as well to satisfy the senior
capstone for her theatre arts degree.
In the beginning stages of the
project, the two assisted Troy after the
auditions to figure out the tracks for
double-casting so that students with
minor roles could act as more characters without overlap. The show itself
was cut from around four hours to a
show that runs at about 90 minutes
by Troy, as well as another Lawrence
alumnus, Olivia Gregovich ‘17, now
based in Chicago. A departure from
the original script, the central focus of
the show and a tagline on the posters
is “I, myself alone.” This comes from
the Shakespeare show “Henry VI,”
which is the play preceding “Richard
III.” In this play, Shakespeare develops a lot of the background plot that
leads into “Richard III.”
Stevens explained that this focus

colors much of the show and how
the actors interpret their characters.
Richard is obsessed with the idea that
everyone is out to betray him, and
he spends much of the show punishing those around him for the plots
he thinks they have against him. Not
only that, but the other characters
find themselves in positions where
they do what they can for themselves,
and that is it.
Along those lines, Stevens
advised that one thing to pay attention to is the minor characters. How
they choose which side of the conflict they fall on amplifies Richard’s
perceptions. Also important to note
is that the show starts in a scene
towards the end of the script: in a
dream Richard has about dying. It
subsequently leads into a flashback of
how everything fell apart for the king.
In a show about this king who kills his
brother, ascends to the throne, tricks
his sister-in-law into marrying him,
accuses many of slander and murders
quite a few others along the way,
Stevens said that the themes, tyranny,
lies and personal relations portrayed
in the show mirror what she sees in
the political climate in our day. She
explained, “History has a tendency to
repeat itself.”
This is a show that has a little
something for everyone, whether that
be Shakespearean language, a hankering for a drama or a love of looking at
beautiful sets and costumes. It is not
too late to catch a showing! It is open
from Thursday, Feb. 20, to Saturday,
Feb. 22, in Cloak Theater. Each night
has a show at 8 p.m., with an additional 3 p.m. matinee show on the 22nd.
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Ursa Anderson
Staff Writer
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Artist, art historian and curator
Stephen Perkins visited the Lawrence
campus on Tuesday, Feb. 11, to talk
about his career throughout the years
and give a glimpse of his current
art practice in Madison, Wisconsin.
Perkins has lived in many places
doing many different things. Friend
and Associate Professor of Art at
Lawrence, John Shimon, said that his
favorite part about Perkins career was
how he seamlessly floated between
“trouble maker” to institutional worker and back again. With ties close to
Lawrence, Perkins was hired in 2000
as the curator of the Lawton Gallery at
the University of Green Bay where he
worked for more than a decade.
Born in England, Perkins started
his art journey when he enrolled at an
art school in London. Quite early on,
he discovered his draw to the unconventional. One of his first works while
he was studying was a drawing entitled, “This Ain’t My Scene,” depicting
his exit from the customary art that
his professors taught. There was one
point in which he believed himself to
be a painter, but when he presented
his take on a still-life, his teacher
hated it. It was around then when
he began to make his shift into more
experimental works and art forms.
After being rejected by painting, he
turned to photography and eventually

spread into many different mediums.
His final exhibition before he graduated included zen poetry, jewelry, silk
screens and an entire photo show.
Around the time he graduated,
Perkins gained his affinity for language in art. At this point, he began
using his artistic skills in an art therapy practice. He wanted to have art be
a tool he could help others with on a
social level. His new purpose was to
connect with people in terms of art.
This is what he did for a number of
years until there was an opportunity
to move to the United States. He had
grown restless in art therapy and was
looking for something else to devote
his energies to. When he arrived, he
was accepted into San Francisco State
University where he began his degree
in the history of photography. While
studying, he came across John Collier
Jr., the man who developed photography as a form of visual anthropology.
Perkins then became fascinated with
photos used in this form, begging the
question of why people took photos in
the first place and what purpose they
served.
While at school in San Francisco,
Perkins started his curatorial career.
He and his curatorial team worked
on several different ground-breaking
exhibitions, constantly pushing the
boundaries of the gallery space. His
curating soon shot into working with
small assembly magazines, most notably Box of Water #1-4 and Schism,

which addressed political events and
issues. At the same time, he formed
the performance art band, Vivisection,
produced street art and practiced his
photography at political demonstrations all over the city. This was all put
to a stop, though, with the Art Strike
movement in the early ‘90s, in which
he gave up art until the early 2000s.
Currently, he is working on several art projects and multiple curatorial plans. He photographs the planes
going through the Madison airport in
his neighborhood and prints political
activism cards that he leaves in public
and hands out. He has also begun to
curate galleries in his own home —
“Subspace” as he calls it — using the
art he has collected over his life. To
extend the life of these exhibitions,
he frames all of the pieces as they
would be on his wall, turning them
into one large artwork. Although he
loses his own pieces, he is happy
that they are going back into the
world. Most recently, the Madison
Museum of Contemporary Art displayed his work, “Latin American Art
and the Decolonial Turn (1963-2018):
‘Memories of Underdevelopment,’”
this past fall. His new interest has
been in artist periodicals he collects.
As a way to provide the artists with
exposure, he holds pop-up shows
where friends and colleagues can
come and view the work.

Photo Feature: Junior Trombone recital
Junior Allie Goldman gave her junior recital this past weekend in
Harper Hall.

Photos by Sebastian Evans.

,

I told you not to see “Bombshell,”
but see “Game Change”

Mary Grace Wagner
Columnist

______________________________________

My inaugural article for The
Lawrentian was essentially 700
words about how I thought the movie
“Bombshell” tried to say something
but ended up saying nothing. Women
standing up to Roger Ailes and eventually getting him fired from his
position as the head of Fox News
Corporation is a big deal, but the lack
of conviction and decision to focus
less on Megyn Kelly and Gretchen
Carlson and more on a fictional standin for a female Fox producer made the
whole empowering message behind
the headlines fall flat. I continue to
stand by that and was quite vindicated
when it only received three Oscar
nominations: two in acting categories
and only one win for makeup and
hairstyling. This win for makeup and
hairstyling was absolutely deserved;
Charlize Theron and John Lithgow
look uncannily like Meygn Kelly and
Roger Ailes respectively, but the
strength of the makeup department
and the actors performances could
not do enough to bolster the shallow characterization of the two in the
script. Making a movie about recent
events that delves beneath the surface
is still possible and I recently was
reminded of a movie that does just
that.
While curating my “watched”
section on my newly created
Letterboxd account, I came across a
movie that I had not really thought
about in a while, but is a perfect example of a movie correcting all the things
that “Bombshell” got wrong. “Game
Change,” directed by Jay Roach, is a
television movie that aired on HBO in
2012 and told the behind-the-scenes
story of how Sarah Palin, played by
Julianne Moore, incited both the rise
and demise of John McCain’s 2008
Presidential Campaign. Palin, being
chosen as McCain’s (Ed Harris) running mate, was meant to be a turning
point for their campaign. She was
a firecracker, a pragmatist, a champion for her home state of Alaska and
importantly, a woman. Like one of
McCain’s aides says to the Senator
in the movie, “This is a woman with
a gun John! Come on the base is
gonna be doing backflips!” However,
they quickly find out that Palin has

some very visible weaknesses, particularly when it comes to foreign
policy. Before McCain’s camp knew
it, these weaknesses were exposed
on national television when Palin
famously claimed in an interview with
Katie Couric that Alaska’s proximity to Russia was somehow legitimate
foreign policy “experience.” “Game
Change” chronicles not only the big
moments from Palin’s announcement
as McCain’s running mate to his loss
in November, but also the specific
trials and frustrations faced by both
Palin and the McCain camps throughout the process. By focusing on Palin’s
headstrong nature while being placed
under the microscope of a nation,
Moore is able to show the insecurity
and stubbornness of a woman under
immense and ever increasing pressure in a way that is both realistic
and nuanced. As Palin becomes more
and more swept up in a campaign
that depends so heavily on her, the
viewer is able to understand why she
refuses to talk to campaign advisor
Nicole Wallace (Sarah Paulson) until
the specific Alaskan poll number she
requested arrive. By following her
tumultuous political and emotional
journey from start to finish, viewers
from any political persuasion are able
to sympathize with Palin and contextualize the 2008 McCain campaign
in a way they were not able to before.
“Bombshell” does not allow for
the story to have this deeper level
to it. We sympathize with Kelly and
Carlson because of the awful things
that they were subjected to in the
workplace, but not because we see
how they struggle with them outside
of that environment. The movie tells
us why it is a big decision for these
women to sue Fox News, but it does
not show why. “Game Change” shows
us why the characters we are following do what they do, why Sarah Palin
is so frustrated by carrying a campaign on her shoulders while attacks
come at her left and right and we
are better-informed viewers for it. It
is possible to show another side of a
news cycle saga that gives it a deeper
meaning, the writer and directors just
need to be prepared to take that emotional swing.

UPCOMING

2/23 6PM Faculty-Guest
Recital, Harper Hall

2/21 5PM Lemons in a
Pitcher Poetry Reading,
Mead Witter

2/24 8PM Cello Studio
Recital, Harper Hall

A+E RADAR

Historian and curator gives talk

2/21 8PM CJ Run +
Cardboard Highway,
WLFM House
2/21 8PM Richard III,
Cloak Theatre

2/24 8PM Mariposas
Del Alma, Esch
2/25 7PM Prom Night
in Mississippi - viewing
and discussion, Warch
Cinema

2/21 9PM Aaron Benton 2/26 8PM Jazz Band
Quartet, VR
Concert, Chapel
2/22 10PM SNL
Zachary Scot Johnson,
Mead Witter
2/23 1PM Composition
Studio Recital, Harper
Hall
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The Ben-efits
of walking slowly

Staff Editorial:

Research is key to dispelling your fears
Most of the time, when a news alert pops up on your lock screen, it serves as a reminder of what you
already know -- the world is a scary place. The big story dominating the news cycle changes periodically, each
time giving us a new thing to fear. Right now, that fear stems from the dangerously contagious, sometimes fatal
coronavirus.
We get it. Seeing headlines with updated numbers of diagnosed cases and deaths is undeniably scary. But
before we all decide to give into the fear, we need to make sure we educate ourselves on the full truth about the
coronavirus. Educating yourself puts your panic into context.
First of all, coronaviruses as a group are not new to science. Although much of the panic seems to be about
“the coronavirus,” there are many different types of coronaviruses, most of which are not serious and circulate
regularly throughout the population. In fact, it is likely you have had a coronavirus before in your life: around
15% of common colds are estimated to be caused by coronaviruses.
The current outbreak of coronavirus that began in Wuhan, China, is a new type of coronavirus, termed
COVID-19 for coronavirus disease 2019. Obviously, this virus is more severe than the common cold. However,
it is important to note that COVID-19 is not actually the first brand new and severe type of coronavirus to cause
a sudden and worrying outbreak. In 2003, SARS coronavirus broke out, first reported in China. Then in 2012,
MERS coronavirus broke out, first reported in Saudi Arabia. Both outbreaks were effectively contained to be
mostly regional diseases.
Global panic fuels widespread misinformation as people listen to inaccurate stories and statistics spread
by people who have misunderstood the facts, and as false reporting is dispersed, the mass fear can quickly
become worse. After hearing frightening information about a new and confusing topic, it is easy to hide and
avoid more information out of fear you will learn something worse -- but you should not. There is no reason to
be overwhelmed by panic when you know all of the facts.
The best way to educate yourself about the coronavirus outbreak is not necessarily the news. Sensational
news stories from disreputable sources are obviously bad sources of information, but even trusted news sources
can heighten anxiety rather than calming you down. Instead, consider using organizations like the World
Health Organization (WHO) or the Centers for Disease Prevention and Control (CDC) as sources.
Since the WHO is the global organization responsible for containing the outbreak of COVID-2019, they
have up-to-date data on where coronavirus is affecting people. The WHO issues daily situation reports with
these numbers on their website. As of Thursday, Feb 20, these numbers show that of the 76,718 known cases
of coronavirus, 75,465 are in Mainland China. This is 98.3% of cases. They also show that of the 2,247 deaths
caused by coronavirus, all but 11 have occurred in Mainland China. This is more than 99.5% of deaths. These
numbers put American panic about coronavirus into a global context.
Like the WHO, the CDC also issues information about the coronavirus outbreak. However, the most
important information on their website to read during this coronavirus panic is actually not about coronavirus
at all: it is about the seasonal flu. The seasonal flu is something most of us have experienced. We think of the
flu as unpleasant, but because it does not often make headlines, we tend to underestimate its dangerous effects
and overestimate those of coronavirus. However, numbers on the CDC website show that worldwide, between
291,000 and 646,000 people die of seasonal flu every year. This is more than a hundred times more deaths than
the current coronavirus outbreak has caused.
This context is not presented to imply that coronavirus is “not a big deal” or that “everyone should just
stop worrying about it.” Outbreaks of novel diseases are serious, and will most likely become more common as
globalization and climate change advance. However, in times of panic, the best solution is research. Seeking
out reputable, unbiased sources like the WHO and CDC can point you in more productive directions, calming
unnecessary worries or calling your attention to more serious issues. And if you’re not sure what sources to
trust, consulting the library’s reference librarians is always a great place to start. Panic is unproductive, and
research is the cure.
Letters to the Editor can be sent in to Opinions & Editorials Editor, Max Craig, at lawrentian@lawrence.edu. We
review all letters and consider them for publication. The Lawrentian staff reserves the right to edit for clarity,
decency, style and space. All letters should be submitted on the Monday before publication, and should not be
more than 350 words.

Camille Robertson
Staff Writer

______________________________________

I have trained myself to move my
short legs faster than they were ever
meant to go. It is just the way it seems
to work around here — keep up or be
left behind. This mentality, of course,
transcends just the physical; that is,
it includes activities like zipping from
class to class within the 10-minute
time frame we have, trying to beat
the Freshman Studies lunch rush and
desperately speed-walking to some
party at Colman Hall on a clear, fourdegree Saturday night. The grind, the
race, whatever you want to call it, is an
all-encompassing culture at Lawrence
that each of us are fueling by telling
one other, directly or implicitly, to
speed up, hurry up, step up, do more.
I say all this to explain why I was
so shocked when, three weeks ago,
I first witnessed junior Ben Portzen
walking down Boldt Way at an absolute snail’s pace. There are few words
to describe just how slowly he was
walking — “stroll” implies something
quicker, as do “mosey” and “saunter.”
Let me just say that by the time I
caught up to him — which did not take
long — in front of Rick’s Cafe, to the
time we reached WLFM House across
the street from Big Exec, seven to 10
solid minutes had passed.
Since that first fateful day, I,
along with many others, have seen
Portzen making his gradual way
through campus time and time again.
“Wow, Ben is walking so slowly,”
remarked junior Phoebe Eisenbeis. “Is
he injured?”
“There goes Ben again,” said
junior Gaston Kaison. “Someone
should write an article about him for
The Lawrentian.”
That weekend, I sat down with
Portzen to ask some questions, the
most pressing being: “Why have you
been walking so slowly?”
Portzen said, “I have become
increasingly disillusioned with the
relationship between my life at school
and my mindfulness practice. [I]
reached a point where I felt like those
two things were actually incompat-

ible. So, I started to think more deeply
about … what substantive action I
could take to … be mindful in everyday life.”
Portzen explained this to me in
my dorm room in the house where we
both live while we put off our homework in favor of this interview and,
after the interview, in favor of dancing
badly to music that cannot really be
danced to.
“Do you think that Lawrence culture inherently conflicts with mindfulness practices?” I asked.
“I think it is not just a part of
Lawrence culture, but a part of the
culture of optimization that we all live
in,” Portzen explained. He went on to
say that you can try to use your time
as effectively as possible, to use every
second you have to do what is most
beneficial; I added that as much as
many of us try to do this, we fail, not
only because it is literally impossible,
but because intense productivity is
a total Catch-22. Productivity, in the
sense of which we tend to think of
it, is exhausting. Not every minute,
not every day or week or month or
year can be nonstop action unless we
want to send ourselves spiraling into a
mental breakdown.
I am self-conscious now about
how preachy, how white-person-misinterpreting-Eastern-philosophy-ina-glossy-paged-self-help-book this socalled “advice” may read. Thankfully,
at this point Portzen brought up a
theory derived from Christian literature, which I would feel better about
accidentally skewering.
“There’s this idea of distension
between present, past and future. [It]
talks about how there is no past, and
there is no future — those are things
we experience through emotions like
nostalgia and hopefulness. The present moment is the only time you have
to be mindful. So, in a place of institutional learning, a place that wants you
to think about the future, that wants
you to think about the past, how you
can learn from the past and apply your
knowledge in the future; where you’re

See page 12

Local Nerd’s Hot Take: Freshman Studies’ missing ingredient

Zach Fithian
Columnist

_____________________________________

Here at Lawrence, practically all
of us share the experience of Freshman
Studies and have various memories
and opinions about the works we
looked at, fond or otherwise. Some of
these works were simply novels, while
others were plays, operas, movies,
graphic novels and even paintings.
But one creative medium that has
not entered the canon of Freshman
Studies is that of video games. And
so, you guessed it: in this article, I will
be arguing why the Freshman Studies
Committee should consider including
a video game in the Freshman Studies
curriculum within the next few years.
Now, I know what you are thinking: “Why would a medium that
includes something like Minecraft
or Fortnite even be considered for
Freshman Studies?” If you are not
any kind of video game fan, then this
would indeed seem like a valid question. Video games are known for being
the pipeline to excitement that cannot
be accessed in the real world, like
racing Ferraris on the streets of L.A.,
fighting a dragon in a fantasy locale
or jumping on mushroom creatures
to save a princess. However, there is
a notable selection of video games
that go beyond the basic entertain-

ment factor and into more creative
territory. In fact, these games have
existed for some time now, but have
often been ignored by the spotlight.
Nowadays, be it because of the rise of
social media or a change in culture,
games with a greater creative focus
are gaining more attention and are
thus being produced more frequently.
This results in an ample selection of
games that would provide a class of
freshmen much to analyze and discuss.
But what exactly constitutes a
“game with a creative focus?” Well,
as I have already discussed, it is certainly true that some games function as base entertainment first and
foremost; think “Call of Duty.” These
games may have creative elements
and full credit goes to the people in
the industry who put so much time
and effort into that work, but overall,
such games are meant to be enjoyed
for the dopamine rush playing them
provides. On the other hand, some
games put a greater focus on telling
a story, exploring a theme, experimenting with the medium, causing an
emotional response, creating an artistic experience and so on. This is not
to say that every creatively-designed
game aims to achieve all of these goals
— a conscious and concerted effort to
achieve any such goal is evidence of
creative design.

And so, many forms of artistic interactive media result from this
kind of creativity! My personal favorite game, “The Last of Us,” is perhaps
more traditional in its creativity, as its
focus is its incredible story about love
and loss, which it develops through
incredible motion-capture cut scenes
and meaningful dialogue. On the
other hand, there are more artistic
games like “The Unfinished Swan”
and “Journey,” the former of which
has the player throwing black paint at
their surroundings to make sense of
the white world around them, and the
latter of which makes the player traverse a beautiful desert environment
with no verbal direction and only the
ability to jump.
Furthermore, there is a subset
of these games focused just on the
experience of playing the game rather
than reaching some kind of goal. If
you search for gameplay in the game
“Proteus,” you will find videos of pixelated natural environments that offer
little interaction and no clear meaning, because the game is meant to be
enjoyed for its peace and simplicity.
You may have noticed that earlier I
used the term “interactive media,”
and this is where that comes in: some
more artistic and experimental games
bring into question what exactly constitutes a video game and what those
creations can be classified as if not as

games. Sounds like a good discussion
for Freshman Studies, if you ask me.
Nevertheless, the question still
remains of how exactly students can
engage with a video game in the same
way that one engages with a book
like “The Republic.” Well, as you can
imagine, based on what you have just
read, analysis of a game depends on
the game itself, but there are some
general topics that can be explored
meaningfully. What the creators of
the art form were trying to express
is a question that can be applied to
any Freshman Studies work, and that
remains true here. For instance, what
themes might the creators have been
trying to explore in the game’s events?
How do the visual, audio and other
sensory design decisions affect the
experience? Moreover, every game
has an element of interactivity to it,
which in itself can drive a multitude
of discussions. How does the game
introduce the player to the game’s
mechanics? When does the game
make the player make decisions and
when does the game trigger its own
events? This is by no means the full
extent of what can be discussed about
a video game, but these four questions
alone applied to the right game could
easily fill 70 minutes of class time.
While I am by no means a professor — for now I am happy with
getting just a bachelor’s degree in four

months, thank you — let alone a professor of Freshman Studies, it is a fact
that there are plenty of video games
available that can provide a future
Freshman Studies curriculum with a
valuable asset. Thus, I encourage you,
Freshman Studies Committee — do
some research on video games. Play
one that strikes your fancy. Expand
your horizons. I hear it is an essential
part of a liberal arts education.
Food for thought.
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On Kobe Bryant

Alex Quinn
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

Disclaimer: This based on a
Facebook status I made on Jan. 30.
It remains relevant almost a month
later.
CW: sexual assault
So, I am a survivor, and every
survivor’s response to being retraumatized by the death and/or accolades of a rapist, abuser or perpetrator
is valid. I am with you. I hear you. I
feel you. Not one abuser is let off the
hook and absolved of what they have
done. They do not deserve the victim/
survivor’s forgiveness, and the victim/
survivor is never obligated to forgive
them.
The amount of white women
who come down harder on black perpetrators than their white counterparts is concerning. I was extremely
angry with how many of my peers
— mostly from high school — lauded
XXXTentacion after his murder, blatantly ignoring the egregious acts of
sexual violence and terror he committed against his pregnant partner.
These acts have been known by the
public since before his rise in popularity. Pitchfork began extensively covering X’s criminal history in February
2017 when his rise in popularity began
while he was behind bars. They wrote
a piece in September 2017 outlining
the victim/survivor’s testimony, but
this made little difference to his growing fan base. Since his death on Jun.
18, 2018, Pitchfork released the transcript of the 27-minute voice memo
where X confessed that he violently
abused his pregnant partner. I have
never come down harder on a celebrity abuser on a social media platform before X. Even though I do not
talk about every rapist in real life or
on any platform, the disparity in my
advocacy has been clear, and for that
I apologize.
There has been lots of discourse
on Facebook about Kobe and the 2003
sexual assault case, particularly concerning white women coming down
harder on him than on white abusers.

Luther Abel

What in the World:
Campus jobs are a crock

Columnist

_____________________________________

Go forth young person and
think not of campus employment. We
are living in a community rife with
low-skill opportunities that pay significantly better than whatever job
you may have on campus. A cursory
glance through LinkedIn’s job openings shows a cornucopia of employment options. Forklift operator,
urinalysis observer — a job I have
personally done, one that provides
good fodder for dinner parties — and
delivery driver for Panera. All parttime positions within bus route range
and all paying in excess of 10 dollars
an hour. The good Lord knows, as do a
number of my professors, that I am no
math whiz, but even my molasses-like
mind can figure out that you stand to
make a sight more money off campus
than on.
But Luther, you have a job on
campus. Indeed I do. You have found
me out, the wretched hypocrite that
I am. However, my school is entirely
paid for by the GI Bill — thank you
taxpayers — and the purpose of my
on-campus job is to meet fellow students and socialize while also getting
paid. Think of me as a slightly less
wrinkled retiree looking to get out of
the house.
However, you, fair reader, are
unlikely to be at Lawrence on the
public dole as I am and instead are
looking to make any money possible
to toss into the black hole that is your
student debt. I abhor debt; it is a
source of anxiety and disquiet for me
so I refuse to take any on. This is me
trying to help you escape to the debtfree Valhalla I am fortunate enough to
inhabit. Let us begin.
First thing’s first: you want to
limit your outgoing financials while
boosting your income. The emphasis
is on the income side because there
is only so much that can be trimmed
from a budget before you start not

taking care of yourself. Eat food, enjoy
life, but get a better job.
Where does one look for jobs? If
I were you, I would start on College
Avenue within walking distance of
Lawrence, look for hiring signs in
windows. Servers in a restaurant who
work hard and are pleasant should
take home between 12 and 20 dollars
per hour. A place to consider is the
Pizza Palace, which will be reopening soon. They closed due to a lack
of servers, and I am sure they would
welcome an eager employee prospect.
If you happen to be over 18, that is
even better: get behind a bar and start
tossing drinks around.
If human interaction is not your
cuppa, I would then proffer data entry,
clerkships or other administrative
jobs. It looks like there are openings
at Kolosso Toyota, Ascension Medical
and Best Buy for such positions. There
would be no direct contact with customers and you can do your work in
peace, knowing you are making at
least two dollars more an hour than
at Lawrence. I worked as a clerk for
a cardiologist, and I found it to be
extremely enjoyable. I had my own
cubicle and poster of Dwight Schrute.
The nurses all liked me and the hours
were flexible. Social discomfort or
general anxiety should not preclude
you from making enough money to
support yourself.
Now, there are likely some questions you have, such as, “What about
my school work?” Your schoolwork is
the priority, yes. When you interview,
be sure to stress to the interviewer that school responsibilities come
before all else. If you have class and
your employer wants you to come in
for an extra shift, tell them you cannot. You have the power in a market
bereft of quality candidates. Do not
be pushed around. There are plenty of
other job openings; do not think you
have to contort your schedule unduly
to please a specific business.
Another question might be: “I
don’t have any skill or experience, so

Unlearning your bigotry

Nero Grok-Gallagher
Staff Writer

______________________________________

Being raised in the U.S. and, to an
extent, the rest of the globalized world
of capitalism, establishes a certain set
of what I call competitive values in the
general population. People of varying backgrounds, societies, identities,
etc. have differing levels of privilege.
Of course, the diversity of values
throughout the world — what is called
cultural relativism — leads to varying
levels of competition. However, the
general rule of thumb is that the systemic nature of capitalism encourages
a culture of dominance. Obviously,
this means a given society — I will
focus on the U.S. — will be stratified. With that stratification comes
the imbalanced privilege, voices and
rights of a group of people. More
specifically, this group is able-minded
and able-bodied, upper-class heterosexual cis white men. They are the
primary creators of mainstream culture and, as a result, the values, ideas,
prejudices and biases learned from
that culture are the dominant values
within our society. To combat this
systemic culture of bigotry, our role
as Lawrentians, as students and as
humans, lies in education. Education
is the primary means through which
these values are challenged and written out of our brains.
I will be the first to admit that I
myself have implicit biases and preju-
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Most white women have not seen or
felt the impact of Kobe, but he was
everyone’s hero in my elementary and
middle school. Every throw to the
trash or recycling was led by “KOBE!”
The past is fuzzy for me, but I remember a lot of purple and yellow jerseys.
Kobe’s talent and impact is not
a reason to let 2003 slide. In writing
this, I am in no way saying he deserves
a pass.
But Kobe is incredibly different than other perps, such as Brett
Kavanaugh, Brock Turner, Donald
Trump, David Bowie, Harvey
Weinstein, Amber Heard, John
Lennon, Jimmy Page, XXXTentacion,
Michael Jackson or Bill Cosby — Kobe
acknowledges the encounter happened. He listened to the survivor
and came to understand what he did
was wrong:
“Although I truly believe this
encounter between us was consensual, I recognize now that she did not
and does not view this incident the
same way I did,” Bryant said in his
statement. “After months of reviewing
discovery, listening to her attorney,
and even her testimony in person, I
now understand how she feels that
she did not consent to this encounter.”
Unfortunately, I have come
to know many rapists, abusers and
perps in the four and a half years I’ve
been at Lawrence, as well as others at
home. The majority of them will never
understand what they did or how their
actions affected the victim/survivor,
or even care at all. Only a handful of
folks I know seem to fully understand
and feel the weight and severity of
their actions to the point where they
would never do that to a human being
ever again. Obviously, I do not personally know Kobe Bryant, but he has
grown to become a great father to four
daughters, as well as a husband. His
fourth daughter is not even a year old
yet. She will have no memory of her
father or of her sister Gianna. If anyone has learned from and grown from
his mistakes, it is Kobe Bryant.

dices. The fight for diversity, inclusion
and acceptance is a continuous one.
I suppose a good place to start, and
perhaps the first challenge, is that of
recognition. The classic yet humorous example of a white middle-toupper-class family in suburbia comes
to mind. “Get Out” (2017) illustrated
a particular archetype of this example
perfectly. Having too much enthusiasm for being diverse, such as boasting your support of Obama, reveals a
deep insecurity that many people of
privilege have: being outed for your
bigotry. Nobody wants to believe that
they are a bad person; everyone needs
to be socially accepted, and the fear of
being called out is a reaction to that
need. However natural a behavior, it
still fails to work towards a solution.
White people need to quit lying to
themselves. Face your bigotry; recognize it and combat it through strength
of will. Only then, when you let go of
our pride and learn to cope with our
flawed natures, can you progress even
further.
Okay. Now you have recognized
the fact that you subconsciously
think lowly of marginalized people.
Regardless, you will still behave
according to that implicit bias and
those prejudiced values, and as
long as you expose yourself to bigoted media, your mind will hold onto
those values. What follows is primarily a self-guided effort to seek out
media and perspectives that challenge this worldview. You can do this
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by paying attention to YouTubers,
films, writers, activists, etc. I find
YouTube especially to be a useful tool
in this regard because there is less
of a perceived barrier between the
YouTuber and the audience. People
generally feel closer to the person on
their computer screen than to Joe
Schmoe running Channel Five News.
YouTube is also a better platform for
contentious perspectives. Personally,
I recommend the YouTube channels
ContraPoints, Pop Culture Detective,
Shaun and imixwhatilike. With the
perceived closeness of YouTube, you
will not only be learning from different viewpoints, but also will learn to
empathize and develop some sort of
relationship with a person you would
otherwise be unfamiliar with. Over
time, this sort of education and exposure leads to more critical thought
about today’s mainstream culture.
Education can only go so far,
however. When it comes to rewiring
the bigotry out of your brain, practice and applicability are vital. You
can control this primarily through
two methods. First and foremost, surround yourself with people who will
challenge you. This does not necessarily mean having a diverse friend
group, although I would encourage
anyone to reach out to people from
different backgrounds. Do not awkwardly or weirdly attempt to connect
with POCs, people of the LGBTQ+
community, etc. They are people too
and exist beyond their social identi-

ties. Finding people who challenge
you is simply a matter of connecting
with somebody who is educated about
social justice and telling them that it
is okay to point out your problematic
behavior.
Speaking of which, this brings up
my second method: thinking deeply
about your words and actions. When
you make a mistake — and you will
— and someone points it out, do not
get defensive or destructive. At first, it
is difficult to accept this kind of constructive criticism. Do not lash out; it
is okay to feel bad about yourself. Take
some time to think about it. Why was
your comment problematic? What led
you to speak or act in that manner?
These are just two of the questions
you can ask yourself. Then, when you
have considered your actions, apologize to the offended person. Generally,
people are happy to see some sign of
regret, but do not expect their reaction to your apology as some sort of
reward. They do not owe anything to
you. A huge part of the process is letting go of the ego in addition to that
inherent entitlement. Over time, it
becomes easier to address and discuss
this behavior in the moment, particularly with that knowledgeable friend I
mentioned earlier.
One final step is becoming the
person who challenges others. This
is a difficult feat to accomplish and
practice consistently. I find myself
lapsing, from time to time. When you
hear friends say problematic things,

how can I possibly get a job?” What
do all the jobs I just listed have in
common? All require no skill or prior
experience besides breathing, being
18, showing up and doing the work.
Do not let your fear of rejection be the
reason you do not pay off your loans
years ahead of your peers. Show some
chutzpah and get out there; you are
more than able to succeed in the job
market.
“Working for Lawrence is easy,”
you may say. “Won’t working elsewhere be harder or more demanding?”
Perhaps, perhaps not. Pay increases
do imply added responsibility. Sitting
behind a desk at Lawrence is easy, but
you are also making jack squat. When
you work, really work. The time will
go much more quickly and your labor
will feel more valuable to you. A little
bit of sweat broken while working is
good for one’s self-image.
“Is the difference in pay really
all that substantial?” Let us run the
numbers. As a shuttle driver, I make
$8.30 an hour, which I understand to
be fairly high for a student position. If
I were to take a position at Lowe’s in
stocking and receiving, I would make
$14 an hour. Over the course of a year,
assuming 20 hours of work per week,
the shuttle driver makes $8,600 while
the Lowe’s employee takes home
$14,500. That looks significant to me.
Do yourself a favor and, while
your loans are not accruing interest,
attack them as voraciously as possible.
In an economy like Appleton’s, there
are few — and typically tepid — excuses as to why one would voluntarily
take a campus position versus one out
in town. Expand your horizons, work
for your future self and I promise that
future self will be grateful for the work
you put in while attending school.
And remember, if ever you feel as if
you cannot juggle work, school and
your social life, do not feel like you are
stuck, because you are not.
Agree, disagree? Email me at
abell@lawrence.edu. Cheers!

you must have the courage to interrupt the conversation, slow down
and discuss. Why did they say what
they did? What did they find amusing about it? That last question is an
important one to ask. It is in humor
that many implicit biases become
apparent. These situations will be very
awkward: sometimes you will not get
the best response; other times the
person will apologize and adjust their
behavior. Social gatherings with many
people tend to make this effort harder.
Someone will say something problematic, everyone laughs and you hardly
notice it in the thick of it. Somehow,
it goes unnoticed. Then, when your
brain catches up, the conversation
has moved on already. What do you
do? If you are not confident enough
quite yet, discussing it with a friend
after the fact is a good alternative.
You would be surprised at how often
people agree that a behavior is problematic but let things slide when they
are in the thick of things.
Beyond that, I have little advice
left to give. It is important to note that
this process of unlearning is a cycle.
Do not become comfortable in your
newfound knowledge. At some point,
you may relapse into problematic
behavior. The fight against implicit
bias is continuous, and it is up to you
to remain vigilant. As social creatures,
though, you can and should rely upon
one another for help, guidance and
support. And with that, I wish you
good luck in the cycle of unlearning.
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Photo Poll

Sebastian Evans
Staff Photographer

What is the most interesting topic that you have researched?
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going to go, where you came from … I
think all of that is really good, but at
the same time I think it also discourages us from taking a step back and
existing in the present moment, without trying to use the present moment
as a means of gaining something in
the future, or righting something that
we did wrong in the past,” Portzen
said.
I asked if he has noticed any
changes in his mental well-being since
he started walking slowly as a mindfulness practice.
“Yeah, I’ve never been this happy
before,” he said. “In my entire life. I’ve
never even come close to being this
happy, it’s absolutely ridiculous. I’ve
had my mind completely blown. I will
be walking and have these moments
of pure childlike joy looking at a tree
and seeing how funny it looks.”
I started laughing, because it
seems insane to me that walking slowly has actually transformed Portzen’s
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life — but the man is serious.
“Try walking slowly,” he said.
“Just once. There’s no goal in mindfulness, but the one thing that you’re
supposed to keep in mind is the emptiness of just letting things happen …
letting thoughts just pass.”
Of course, he said that you do
not necessarily have to walk slowly
— there are other ways to practice
mindfulness on this campus. He suggested that this can include simply
being intentionally nicer to people
and working with compassion.
“For me,” Portzen concluded,
“part of walking slowly has been eliminating resistance to my own pain, to
the pain of other people … not trying
to do anything to make it better. When
we soften into that, it’s a lot easier to
feel compassionate for the people we
care about, and to the pain that they
might be going through.”
You will surely be able to recognize Portzen next time you see him
because he will be the one walking
slower than everybody else. Treat his
presence like one of those neon crossing-guard signs that says, “SLOW!
CHILDREN AT PLAY!”

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editors:

By Doug Martin

I read Claire Zimmerman’s Loreence article in the January 31st edition, “Lawrence adds a new UNIC
course” with some disappointment.
While the peripheral ideas, such as
surveying the students of UNIC 142
before and after the course, were spot
on, the core course proposal needs
substantial revision. I fault the anonymous professor for this deficiency,
not your journalist - though, perhaps,
a more hard-hitting interviewer would
have poked holes in this obviously
flawed plan.
Here are some alternative suggestions:
UNIC 142 is an ambitious class:
schedule it to meet five times per
week, and only cancel each and every
meeting immediately before class
time. For those who do not know

the joy of the meeting cancelled just
before it starts - that is truly free time.
Include a list of book-length
readings on the Moodle site, posted
weekly, and ensure that every page
is blank.
Office hours? Of course. The
anonymous professor must simply
ensure that their office is transformed
into a ball pit.
Examinations and final to be
closed book (unless it is a really good
book). Suggested location: the park.
Or library. Or wellness center. Or coffee shop. The VR only for those who
care to partake.
These suggestions could go on
and on, but, well, now is my free time.
Thanks for giving me some of yours.

